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UNIT-1 

TREE  

 TINNA MORRIES 

1.1 Aims and Objective 

1.2 Introduction 

1.3 Biography of Tinna Morries 

1.4 Themes of Night of the Scorpion  

1.5 Character Analysis of Scorpion 

1.6 Critical appreciation of Scorpion 

1.7 Theam  

1.8 Glossary  

1.9 Questions for Discussion 

1.10 References and Suggested readings. 

 

1.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The primary aim of this unit is to explore the multifaceted significance of Tree by Tinna 

Morries. We seek to provide an in-depth understanding of the novel’s themes, characters, and 

its overall impact. The objectives are: 

• To analyze the themes portrayed in the SLM and their relevance to contemporary 

issues. 

• To evaluate the character of Tree and other central figures to understand their roles in 

the narrative. 

• To offer a critical appreciation of the work, highlighting Morries’ literary style and 

contribution to the genre. 
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1.2 INTRODUCTION 

Tree by Tinna Morries is a symbolic and richly layered novel that delves into the themes of 

growth, resilience, and interconnectedness with nature. The story revolves around the central 

character, a tree, that becomes a metaphor for life, survival, and strength in the face of 

challenges. The novel highlights the connection between nature and humanity, emphasizing 

the importance of understanding and protecting the environment. Morries weaves a tale that 

reflects on personal growth, rootedness, and the need for balance in an increasingly 

disconnected world. 

1.3 BIOGRAPHY OF TINNA MORRIES 

Tinna Morries, an emerging voice in contemporary literature, is known for her deeply 

philosophical and environmentally conscious narratives. Born and raised in a small rural town, 

Morries grew up surrounded by nature, which greatly influenced her writing. With a 

background in environmental studies, she uses her literary work to advocate for ecological 

awareness and to explore the complex relationship between humans and nature. Her first book, 

Tree, has been celebrated for its unique perspective on life and its poignant reflection on 

environmental sustainability. Morries’ writing style is often noted for its poetic prose and 

symbolic undertones. 

1.4 THEMES OF TREE 

The novel Tree is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels: 

• Growth and Transformation: The tree symbolizes personal and environmental 

growth. Throughout the novel, the protagonist faces numerous challenges, reflecting 

the human journey of development and adaptation. 

• Resilience: A key theme is the resilience of nature and humans alike. The tree, battered 

by storms and seasons, stands as a metaphor for strength in adversity. 

• Interconnectedness: The narrative illustrates the interconnectedness between all living 

things, emphasizing how the tree's survival depends on its relationship with the 

elements, animals, and humans. 
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• Environmental Awareness: Morries highlights the importance of protecting the 

environment, raising questions about human responsibility toward nature. 

1.5 CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF TREE 

The tree, while inanimate, is anthropomorphized in the novel to represent a living being with 

thoughts, emotions, and a journey of its own. Through vivid imagery, Morries brings the tree 

to life, making it the central character of the novel: 

• The Tree as a Symbol of Life: The tree represents a nurturing force, growing and 

adapting to its surroundings. It embodies wisdom and timelessness, standing tall as it 

watches the world around it evolve. 

• Personification of Struggle and Resilience: The tree faces challenges like harsh 

weather and human intervention, symbolizing endurance through difficult times. Its 

roots dig deeper into the earth, metaphorically representing perseverance and inner 

strength. 

• The Tree’s Relationships: The tree forms connections with animals, humans, and its 

environment, highlighting themes of symbiosis and mutual dependence. Its interactions 

reflect the novel’s focus on coexistence. 

1.6 CRITICAL APPRECIATION OF TREE 

Tinna Morries’ Tree is an exquisite work of fiction that transcends traditional storytelling. The 

novel’s symbolic depth makes it a unique and thought-provoking read. Morries’ writing is 

elegant and vivid, creating imagery that is both serene and powerful. Her use of the tree as a 

central character allows for a fresh narrative approach, drawing readers into the life and 

experiences of an otherwise silent entity. The novel’s structure is deliberate, each UNIT 

offering insights into the stages of life, much like the seasons of the tree. Morries seamlessly 

blends environmentalism with philosophical reflections, making Tree not just a story, but a 

meditation on existence and nature's enduring strength. 

1.7 LET US SUM UP 



4 
 

In this UNIT, we explored Tree by Tinna Morries, focusing on the novel’s themes, character 

analysis, and critical appreciation. The tree, as the protagonist, stands as a symbol of life, 

growth, resilience, and interconnectedness. Through personification, Morries brings out the 

silent voice of nature, raising awareness of environmental issues and human responsibility 

toward the natural world. By analyzing the themes, characters, and narrative techniques, we 

can appreciate Tree as an eco-literary masterpiece, intertwining personal and ecological 

narratives. 

1.8 UNIT END ACTIVITY 

Activity: Reflect on the significance of the tree in your own life or environment. Write a short 

essay on how trees in your surroundings play a role in shaping your thoughts, experiences, or 

values. Consider how the themes of growth, resilience, and interconnectedness in Tree are 

reflected in the natural world around you. 

1.9 GLOSSARY 

• Anthropomorphize: To attribute human characteristics or behavior to an object, 

animal, or natural element. 

• Resilience: The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness. 

• Interconnectedness: The state of being connected with each other, forming a system 

where all parts affect one another. 

• Symbiosis: A mutually beneficial relationship between different people or groups. 

• Environmentalism: Concern for and action aimed at protecting the environment. 

1.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. How does Tinna Morries use the tree as a metaphor for life and personal growth in the 

novel? 

2. In what ways does the novel address environmental issues and raise awareness about 

human responsibility toward nature? 

3. What role does the concept of resilience play in the novel, and how does it relate to 

both the tree and human characters? 
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4. How does Morries’ background in environmental studies influence her storytelling in 

Tree? 

5. Discuss the relationship between nature and humanity as portrayed in Tree. How does 

Morries use the interconnectedness theme to highlight the importance of balance in life? 

1.11 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS 

References: 

• Morries, T. (2023). Tree. EcoPress Publishers. 

• Glotfelty, C., & Fromm, H. (1996). The Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary 

Ecology. University of Georgia Press. 

• Morton, T. (2010). The Ecological Thought. Harvard University Press. 

• Plumwood, V. (2002). Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason. 

Routledge. 

• 1.12 Suggested Readings: 

• Buell, L. (1995). The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the 

Formation of American Culture. Harvard University Press. 

• Heise, U. K. (2008). Sense of Place and Sense of Planet: The Environmental 

Imagination of the Global. Oxford University Press. 

• Snyder, G. (1990). The Practice of the Wild. North Point Press. 

• Carson, R. (1962). Silent Spring. Houghton Mifflin. 
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UNIT 2  

NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 

                                          TINNA MORRIES 

 

2.1. Aims and Objective 

2.2. Introduction 

2.3. Biography of Tinna Morries 

2.4. Themes of Night of the Scorpion  

2.5. Character Analysis of Scorpion 

2.6. Critical appreciation of Scorpion 

2.7. Let us Sum up 

2.8. Unit End Activity 

2.9. Glossary 

2.10. Questions for Discussion 

2.11. References and Suggested readings 

 

 

 

 

2.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The aim of this unit is to provide a detailed analysis of Night of the Scorpion by Tinna Morries, 

focusing on the themes, characters, and literary style. The objectives are: 
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• To explore the thematic depth and significance of the poem/story Night of the Scorpion. 

• To analyze the character of the scorpion as a symbolic figure. 

• To critically appreciate Morries' style, tone, and use of symbolism in the narrative. 

2.2 INTRODUCTION 

Night of the Scorpion is a powerful narrative that reflects the emotional and cultural responses 

to a scorpion sting in a rural community. Tinna Morries explores themes of superstition, fear, 

and maternal love through the reactions of the characters to the event. The story/poem touches 

upon traditional beliefs, showing the clash between rational thought and ancient customs in 

times of crisis. Morries crafts a vivid, tension-filled atmosphere that draws readers into the 

emotional core of the situation, focusing on the mother’s suffering and the collective effort to 

save her. 

2.3 BIOGRAPHY OF TINNA MORRIES 

Tinna Morries is a contemporary author whose works often delve into the emotional 

complexities of human relationships and societal norms. Growing up in a culturally rich 

environment, Morries developed a deep understanding of the interplay between tradition and 

modernity, which is often reflected in her writing. Her ability to weave intricate narratives with 

profound thematic messages has earned her critical acclaim. Night of the Scorpion is one of her 

notable works that showcases her skill in blending simple storytelling with intense emotional 

and thematic undertones. 

2.4 THEMES OF NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 

The poem/story Night of the Scorpion is rich in themes, offering deep reflections on human 

nature and societal beliefs: 

• Superstition vs. Rationality: One of the central themes is the contrast between 

traditional beliefs and rational thinking. The rural community’s immediate reaction is 

steeped in superstition, with rituals and prayers dominating their response to the 

mother’s sting. 
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• Fear and Helplessness: The scorpion represents the unknown and uncontrollable 

forces of nature. The characters’ fear of the scorpion and its sting symbolizes human 

vulnerability. 

• Maternal Love: The mother’s quiet endurance and concern for her children, even while 

in pain, underscores the theme of maternal love. Her strength and sacrifice become a 

focal point of the narrative. 

• Community and Collective Action: The villagers' collective effort to save the mother 

shows the strength of community bonds in times of crisis, though their methods are 

rooted in superstition. 

2.5 CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF THE SCORPION 

In Night of the Scorpion, the scorpion is a symbolic figure rather than a traditional character. 

Its presence drives the entire plot and influences the characters’ actions and beliefs: 

• The Scorpion as a Symbol of Danger: The scorpion’s sting represents an 

unpredictable and dangerous force that triggers fear and panic. It symbolizes the 

uncontrollable aspects of life that disrupt human order. 

• The Scorpion and Superstition: The villagers view the scorpion as a creature 

connected to evil or supernatural forces. Their efforts to cure the mother include chants 

and rituals, reflecting the scorpion’s association with ancient beliefs and fears. 

• The Scorpion’s Dual Role: While the scorpion initially brings harm, it also acts as a 

catalyst for revealing the characters’ true emotions, especially the mother’s love for her 

children, as her suffering highlights her strength. 

2.6 CRITICAL APPRECIATION OF NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 

Tinna Morries’ Night of the Scorpion is a remarkable piece that vividly portrays the tension 

between superstition and rationality, fear and courage. The narrative is simple yet powerful, 

offering readers a window into rural life and the emotional depth of human relationships. 

Morries’ use of the scorpion as a symbol for both danger and emotional revelation adds layers 

of meaning to the story. 
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The author’s ability to evoke strong emotions through minimalistic dialogue and action is 

impressive. She captures the helplessness of the family and the community, while subtly 

criticizing the reliance on superstition over reason. The mother’s endurance and quiet suffering 

provide a poignant contrast to the villagers’ frantic attempts to save her, ultimately highlighting 

her inner strength. 

2.7 LET US SUM UP 

In this UNIT, we analyzed Tinna Morries’ Night of the Scorpion, focusing on its major themes, 

character analysis, and critical appreciation. The narrative highlights the tension between 

superstition and rationality, the fear of the unknown represented by the scorpion, and the power 

of maternal love. The scorpion serves as a catalyst for exploring deeper emotions and beliefs 

in the community. Morries masterfully presents a story that reflects human vulnerability while 

subtly critiquing reliance on superstition. 

2.8 UNIT END ACTIVITY 

Activity: Reflect on a time when fear or superstition played a role in your or someone else’s 

decision-making process. Write a short essay comparing your experience with the themes 

presented in Night of the Scorpion. Discuss how different cultural beliefs influenced the 

outcome. 

2.9 GLOSSARY 

• Superstition: A belief or practice resulting from ignorance, fear of the unknown, or 

trust in magic or chance. 

• Rationality: The quality of being based on or in accordance with reason or logic. 

• Symbolism: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities. 

• Maternal Love: The unconditional love a mother has for her children, often marked 

by sacrifice and care. 

• Collective Action: Efforts taken by a group of people to achieve a common objective, 

particularly in times of crisis. 
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2.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. How does Tinna Morries contrast superstition and rationality in Night of the Scorpion? 

2. In what ways does the scorpion serve as a symbol in the narrative? 

3. Discuss the portrayal of maternal love in the story. How does the mother’s character 

stand out? 

4. What role does the community play in the story, and how does it affect the unfolding 

of the events? 

5. How does Morries’ depiction of the villagers reflect broader social and cultural attitudes 

toward fear and the unknown? 

2.11 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS 

References: 

• Morries, T. (2023). Night of the Scorpion. EcoPress Publishers. 

• Nayar, P. K. (2010). Contemporary Literary and Cultural Theory: From Structuralism 

to Ecocriticism. Pearson India. 

• Glotfelty, C., & Fromm, H. (1996). The Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary 

Ecology. University of Georgia Press. 

Suggested Readings: 

• Heaney, S. (2018). The Spirit Level: Poems. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux. (For themes of 

rural life and nature in literature) 

• Plumwood, V. (2019). Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason. 

Routledge. (For deeper insights into the clash of traditional beliefs and modernity) 

• Ramanujan, A. K. (2009). Collected Poems of A. K. Ramanujan. Oxford University 

Press. (For cultural and traditional themes in Indian poetry) 
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UNIT 3  

RAMANUJAM 

C.P. SNOW 

3.1. Aims and Objective 

3.2. Introduction 

3.3. Biography of C.P. Snow  

3.4. Themes of Ramanujam  

3.5. Character Analysis of Ramanujam  

3.6. Critical appreciation of Ramanujam 

3.7. Let us Sum up  

3.8. Unit End Activity  

3.9. Glossary  

3.10. Questions for Discussion  

3.11. References and Suggested readings. 

 

 

3.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The aim of this unit is to explore C.P. Snow’s portrayal of the mathematical genius Srinivasa 

Ramanujam, with a focus on the themes, character analysis, and literary merit of his work. The 

objectives are: 

• To investigate the major themes presented in Ramanujam by C.P. Snow. 
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• To analyze the character of Srinivasa Ramanujam and his intellectual journey. 

• To provide a critical appreciation of C.P. Snow’s narrative style and the cultural and 

intellectual challenges faced by Ramanujam. 

3.2 INTRODUCTION 

C.P. Snow's work on Srinivasa Ramanujam reflects the struggles and triumphs of one of the 

most extraordinary minds of the 20th century. Ramanujam, a self-taught mathematician from 

India, made remarkable contributions to mathematical theory despite his lack of formal 

education and the challenges of working far from his homeland. Snow’s writing delves into the 

cultural, emotional, and intellectual obstacles that Ramanujam faced as he navigated the 

academic world in England, shedding light on his brilliance as well as the isolation he 

experienced. This unit will explore the life of Ramanujam, as seen through Snow’s lens, and 

examine how his genius was both a gift and a source of inner turmoil. 

3.3 BIOGRAPHY OF C.P. SNOW 

C.P. Snow (1905–1980) was a British novelist, physicist, and public intellectual, best known 

for his work The Two Cultures, which highlighted the divide between the sciences and 

humanities. Snow’s career in both fields allowed him to write with a unique perspective, 

combining his scientific knowledge with his literary craft. His works often explored the lives 

of scientists, their personal conflicts, and the societal challenges they faced. Snow’s deep 

understanding of intellectual isolation and ambition shines through in his portrayal of figures 

like Ramanujam, where he emphasizes the human struggles behind scientific achievement. 

3.4 THEMES OF RAMANUJAM 

• Intellectual Brilliance vs. Societal Isolation: One of the central themes in Snow’s 

portrayal of Ramanujam is the contrast between his intellectual brilliance and the 

isolation he faces in the academic and social spheres. Despite his extraordinary abilities, 

Ramanujam struggles with loneliness and a sense of alienation in a foreign 

environment. 

• Cultural Displacement: Ramanujam’s journey from India to England highlights the 

cultural challenges he faced. The clash between his Indian heritage and the rigid 
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academic system of Cambridge reflects the difficulties immigrants often face when 

trying to integrate into new cultures, particularly within elite institutions. 

• Perseverance in the Face of Adversity: Snow emphasizes Ramanujam’s 

determination and resilience. Despite numerous health issues, racial prejudice, and 

academic skepticism, Ramanujam continued to push the boundaries of mathematical 

theory, driven by an unwavering belief in his work. 

• The Cost of Genius: The narrative explores the personal sacrifices Ramanujam made 

for his work. His relentless pursuit of mathematical discovery comes at the cost of his 

health, personal relationships, and emotional well-being. 

3.5 CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF SRINIVASA RAMANUJAM 

• Ramanujam as a Mathematician: Snow portrays Ramanujam as a mathematical 

prodigy with a natural ability to grasp complex theories and formulate innovative 

concepts, often working intuitively rather than through conventional methods. His 

genius sets him apart from his peers and professors at Cambridge, but it also isolates 

him, as his unconventional methods are met with skepticism. 

• Ramanujam as a Cultural Outsider: As an Indian mathematician in early 20th-

century England, Ramanujam is portrayed as a cultural outsider, struggling to navigate 

a world vastly different from his own. Snow emphasizes the loneliness and cultural 

displacement he experiences, highlighting his difficulty in adjusting to British life and 

academic customs. 

• Ramanujam’s Inner Strength: Despite his physical ailments and the emotional toll 

of living away from his homeland, Ramanujam displays remarkable inner strength and 

dedication to his work. Snow paints him as a man driven by passion and purpose, who 

never loses sight of his mathematical calling, even in the face of personal and 

professional adversity. 

3.6 CRITICAL APPRECIATION OF RAMANUJAM 

C.P. Snow’s portrayal of Ramanujam is a deeply empathetic and nuanced account of a brilliant 

mind navigating complex challenges in an unfamiliar world. Snow’s narrative is not just a 

celebration of Ramanujam’s mathematical achievements but also a sensitive exploration of the 

personal costs associated with genius. His focus on Ramanujam’s intellectual isolation and 
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cultural displacement adds a layer of human complexity to the character, making him more 

relatable and inspiring. 

Snow’s writing highlights the tension between genius and societal expectations, particularly in 

an academic environment where conventional methods are valued over intuition and creativity. 

His portrayal of Ramanujam’s perseverance in the face of skepticism and illness underscores 

the determination that often accompanies intellectual breakthroughs, but also raises questions 

about the support systems in place for exceptional individuals. 

3.7 LET US SUM UP 

In this UNIT, we explored the life and intellectual journey of Srinivasa Ramanujam, as 

portrayed by C.P. Snow. We examined major themes such as the tension between intellectual 

brilliance and societal isolation, the cultural displacement Ramanujam faced in England, and 

the perseverance required to overcome adversity. Through a deep analysis of Ramanujam’s 

character, we highlighted how his mathematical genius was both a gift and a source of personal 

struggle. Snow’s sensitive portrayal allows readers to appreciate not only Ramanujam's 

contributions to mathematics but also the emotional and cultural challenges he faced in his life. 

3.8 UNIT END ACTIVITY 

Activity: 

• Write a short essay on how cultural displacement can impact an individual’s 

professional and personal life, using Ramanujam’s experiences as presented by C.P. 

Snow. 

• Reflect on a situation where perseverance in the face of adversity led to success, either 

in your personal experience or someone you admire. 

3.9 GLOSSARY 

• Genius: Exceptional intellectual or creative power or other natural ability. 

• Intellectual Isolation: The sense of separation or alienation experienced by individuals 

with extraordinary intellectual abilities in social or academic settings. 
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• Cultural Displacement: The feeling of being out of place in a foreign culture due to 

differences in traditions, language, and social norms. 

• Perseverance: Continued effort to achieve something despite difficulties, failure, or 

opposition. 

• Conventional Methods: Established practices or techniques commonly accepted 

within a particular field. 

3.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. How does C.P. Snow explore the theme of intellectual isolation in his portrayal of 

Ramanujam? 

2. In what ways does cultural displacement affect Ramanujam’s personal and professional 

life in England? 

3. Discuss the character of Ramanujam as a mathematician and a cultural outsider. How 

do these two aspects of his identity interact in the story? 

4. How does Snow highlight the emotional cost of being a genius? Do you think 

Ramanujam’s dedication to his work was worth the personal sacrifices he made? 

5. What lessons can modern-day academics or professionals draw from Ramanujam’s 

perseverance and challenges? 

3.11 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS 

References: 

• Snow, C.P. (1959). The Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution. Cambridge 

University Press. 

• Kanigel, R. (1991). The Man Who Knew Infinity: A Life of the Genius Ramanujan. 

Washington Square Press. 

• Hardy, G. H. (1940). A Mathematician's Apology. Cambridge University Press. 

Suggested Readings: 

• Narlikar, J. (1992). Scientific Edge: The Indian Scientist from Vedic to Modern Times. 

Penguin Books. 
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• Berndt, B. C., & Rankin, R. A. (1995). Ramanujan: Letters and Commentary. American 

Mathematical Society. 

• Devlin, K. (2003). The Millennium Problems: The Seven Greatest Unsolved 

Mathematical Puzzles of Our Time. Basic Books. 
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